Primary lymphoma of bone: experience of 39 cases at the Tata Memorial Hospital, India.
Primary lymphoma of bone (PLB) is an uncommon clinical entity and a rare presentation of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. At the Tata Memorial Hospital, over a period of 10 years from 1976 to 1985, 39 cases with a diagnosis of PLB were seen. Twenty-seven cases completed the prescribed treatment and were evaluable for treatment response. Eight patients (21%) presented in clinical stage I (E), four patients (10%) in stage II (E), and 27 patients (69%) in stage IV (E). All of the evaluable patients except two were treated with combination chemotherapy, which consisted of cyclophosphamide, vincristine, and prednisolone in 18 patients, and seven patients received Adriamycin in addition. The majority of patients received six courses of chemotherapy extending over 8 to 12 months. External radiotherapy was given to all except one patient, who had surgery as local treatment. Five patients had generalised relapse, one of which had in addition a local relapse. Five were resistant to treatment. Overall and disease-free survival by Kaplan-Meier method at 60 months are 66% and 56%, respectively.